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the reformation aud cure of the many habitual drunkards
whose whole system has become so diseased by alcohol that
absolute seclusion from temptation is essential to restore
their shattered nerves and their utterly broken down will
power. Among the office bearers of the proposed Home are
the Archbihop of Canterbury, the Duke of Westminster,
Lord Shiftesbury, Sir Thos. Watson, Sir Henry Thompson,
Dr. Audrey Ctuk, and Dr. B. W. Richardson. f:3UOO is
still needed. Donations and also annual subscriptions will
be thankfuJly received by the chairman, Canon Duckworth,
Dr. Alfred Carpenter, J.P., Croydon.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
NORMAN KERR, M.D.,

Hon. Sec., Dalrymple Home.

CLINICAL THERMOMETRY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I wish to calt your attention to a possible source of
error in clinical thermometry. I have one of Maw’s seven-
inch hospital thermometers, and I accidentally discovered
that by gentle compression of the mercurial bulb I was en-
abled to make the index rise some three or more degrees;
such pressure the bulb might easily be subject to in the
axillary space, especially if the arm be pressed close to the
side. I am, Sir, yours truly,

J. M. E. SCATLIFF, M.D.

NERVE-VIBRATION: A CAUTION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

’’* SIR,&mdash;Will you permit me as the originator of the method of
Nerve-vibration by precise percussion" in the treatment of
certain fornn of nervous disease and disturbance to warn the

profession against the conversion of this method into a

"cure" " or " system"&mdash;of which we have already too many
mischievous specimens&mdash;by placing my percuteurs in the
hands of patients and their friends. As well, and more
safely, might those gentlemen who are pursuing this course
supply their clients with scalpels, galvanism, electricity in
its various developments, and hypodermic injections, which
have been reduced to the level of nostrums by this reckless
procedure.

I must earnestly protest against the abuse of nerve-vibration
by a like policy. My protest is made not less in the
interests of the sufferers from diseases than in that of pro-
fessional propriety. Nerve-vibration is a potent agency for
good or evil, as it happens to be applied. It is exceedingly
difficult of application, and requires to be employed with
the greatest care and intelligence. A thorough knowledge
of the amtrtmy and physiology of the nervous system is
indispensable for its safe and successful use. If medical men Ihave not the time or do not care to administer it them-
selves, they will do wisely to leave it alone. !

Already I have seen harm ensue from its misuse, and
I therefore feel bouad to give this warning to medical
men who having heard of cases which have been benefited
are purchasing or borrowing instruments for their patients
to use! Nothing but disappointment can result from this
indigeratio I am Sir truly

J. MORTIMER GRANVILLE.

GLASGOW.
(From our own Correspondent.)

Ivr, GEO. A. D. MACKAY read an interesting paper at
the recent annual.meeting of the Sanitary Association of

Scotland, in which he reviewed the improvement which had
been effected in the public health in Greenock since the
local authority had obtained special Parliamentary powers.
Before 187G the general mortality of the town was higher
than in any other town in Scotland; while the special
mortality in certain of the closer and blocks of buildings
was appa11ing&mdash;40 to 67 per 1000 of the population on an
average of ten yeara. The removals to the hospital and
fever-house were so numerous that they were equivalent to

the whole population of the locality being sent there in the
space of twenty-five years. The mean annual death-rate

during the period 1875&mdash;75 was 31’24 per 1000 ; while in the
five years 1876-80 it was 24 per 1000, and last year 22’14.
Contrasting the mortalities of these periods, this improve-
ment is equal to 621 lives saved. This change has taken
place notwithstanding the many physical drawbacks from
which Greenock suffers-a bad site, a proverbially rainy
climate, irregular and narrow streets, extreme concentra-
tion of population, and a smoky atmosphere. The figures I
have quoted are excellent, and show that the Gret’nock
authorities have not fallen behind in the march of sanitary
progress.
The position of surgeon to large industrial establishments

is becoming anything but an enviabte one in this part of the
country. This is in part due to the assertion by the work-
men, is many quarters, of their right to elect their medical
officer themselves, in consideration of the fact that he is paid
by sums retained periodically from their wages; pmver is
thus transferred from the masters two the men, a change
which does not seem to have a very elevating influence on
the tactics adopted by contending medical candidates in
many instances. For example, we have at present a contest
going on in Glasgow for the surgeonship to certain iron.
works, a place ot some pecuniary value, for which about
forty applicants are striving, some of them after a fashion
hitherto supposed to belong exclusively to parliamentary or
municipal elections ; thus, the works are placarded with
bills advising the men to "Vote for &mdash;&mdash;&mdash;!"; and hand-
bills are circulated asking " Why vote for -? Be-
cause he is a gentleman because you all know him " and so
on. It is to be hoped that it is the inj udicious friends of the
candidates, and not the candidates themselves, who are at
the bottom of all this.
Sounds of preparation for the coming winter are heard in

all our numerous local medical schools. At the University
there is no change of any importance to chronicle. At the
Royal Infirmary the managers have shown by their laudable
energy and liberality that they have the good of their
medical school at heart, the new block of buildings which
has been erected, to be devoted entirely to the purposes of
the school, providing almost a superabundance of accommo-
dation for the lecturer. Such enterprise indicates faitli in
their future. The staff of the Western Medical School has
been increased by the appointment of Mr. W. Limont as
lecturer on Physiology. At Anderson.’s College things re-
main pretty much as they were last year. The calendar
just issued by this college is, in a certain sense, very instruc-
tive reading. The interest lies, as usual, in the statistics.
On looking at the statement of the number of students in
attendance last year, winter and summer, it is found that
the grand total amounts to 2405. These figures are startling,
and to the uninitiated give the impression of a very exten-
sive concern. Even after deducting nearly 900, the number
attending the popular evening classes, and about 1100, the
number said to attend the non-mtdical classes, we have a
medical school with an alleged strength of over 400, a state-
ment which we in Glasgow know to be uttar nonsense. And
the manner in which this result is achieved is delightfully
simple ; it is the old trick (f"r it is nothing else) so familiar
to country theatrical managers who have to make a handful of
9$supers " do duty for the British Armv by effecting numerous
entries and exits; each student is reckoned in once for every
class he attends, both summer and winter. A studeut,
therefore, who takes, say four classes in winter and two in
summer, finds that he plays rather an important part in
these statistics. This ready method of "magnifying one’s
office " is really a credit to the author.
There was another unfortunate death from chloroform in

the Royal Infirmary the other day. The operation for which
it was given was, as is most commonly the case, a very
trifling one, the removal of some smashed toes. Doubtless
a’report of the case will be forthcoming.
The salary of Dr. James B. Russell, medical officer for

the city, has been raised from f:700 to &pound;850 per annum, and
is thus brought more i’tto accord with the many a..d im-
portant duties of the office and tae services Dr. Russell has
already rendered to the city.

It is freely reported both here and in Aberdeen that Dr.
William M’E wen of this city is standing, as a eandidnte for
the vacant chair of surgery ill Aberdeen University. I
believe I am right, however, in styiitg that Dr. M’Ew-n has
given up all intentton of joining in the contest. Possioly
the loss of hospital practice which such an appolutment
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would, in the first instance at any rate, involve, may prevent
such outsiders as wish to practise as pure surgeons from
applying for the vacant post.

SCOTTISH NOTES.

(From our own Correspondent.)

SINCE I last wrote, the vacancy in the surgery chair at
Aberdeen has given rise to much speculation in the North of
Scotland, and quite a crop of candidates is spoken of. It is
not too much to say that some of the local gentlemen who
have come forward, or allowed their names to be mentioned
as candidates, have no claim whatever to such an honourable
position, their surgical fame being quite imaginary. When
it is mentioned that Dr. Ogilvie Will is not in the field to
oppose Dr. Alex. Ogston, it will be understood that the
latter gentleman has the almost undivided support of the
local profession, and I know that Dr. Ogston has the eniha-
siastic support of almost the whole professorial staff, though
the minority, from its activity and position, is by no means
poweilesq. It is gratifying to hear that Dr. Ogston has
returned from his holiday much improved in health, and
feeling quite fit for the duties of the chair. If his fitness as
a teacher equal. the testimony offered by his students at the
infirma,rv and others, his scientific labours should render it
difficult for the Home Secretary to overlook his claim?, as
compared wirh the other candidates now in the field.
So far, the only declared candidate out of Aberdeen is
Dr. Cantlie, Demonstrator of Anatomy and a’-si-tant-
surgeon at Charing-cross, and if the partiality shown by the
Charing-cross authorities for Aberdeen graduates can be
reciprocated, an opportunity is now offered Oue reason for
the paucity of strong candidates from a distance is the fact
that Dr. Pirrie’s place has been already filled at the in-
firmary, and the directors do not guarantee a place on the
staff tor the professor if he is not alrt’a,jy there. This is
peculiarly unfortunate in the interest of the university, as it 
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is not unlikely that the distinguished surgeon of whom I
have already written, and possibly other suitable men, may
decline to compete for this particular reason. The arrange-
ment may not have been preconcerted, but it has a very
suspicious aspect.

Ir, has been arranged for Professor Young of the Glasgow
University, to deliver the course of lectures at Aberdeen
during the ensuing session, under the Thomson bequest. The
course, addressed chiefly to students of divinity at the Free
Church Co11ege, is also open to the public, and deals with
some special branch of natural science. Hitherto the lectures
have been successful, and are now looked forward to with
considerable interest.
The Asylum Board at Montrose have commishioned a

local well-known artist to paint Dr. Howden’s portrait,
as a memento of the late centenary celebratioo, and as an
evidence of the esteem in which he is held by his directors.
From the report of the Tweed Commissioners, it appears

that the fungoid disease has, during the past year, affected
an enormous number of salmon in that river. As compared
with what was in 1880 considered an excessive mortality,
the number of dead fish removed during the pat year is
grievously disappointing. The 2907 in 1881 seemed favour-
able after 5222 had been extracted ia 1880, but this year the
total is 14 627. The proportion of spawn and iiti.Npawned
fish has varied largely during each year. The amount of
river pollut’oa from the various works is still undiminished,
and in one case a prosecution has been instituted against the
offending proprietor. As the d’sease has now spread to the
Tay and other salmon streams, its prevention has become a
serious question for the Fishing Board.
A boy about four y eara of age is said to have died at

Stirling a few days ago from having eaten, whIle at play,
the fruit of the deadly nightshade, atropa belladonna.
Vomiting and delirium were present, and the boy was re-
moved to the infirmary, where he died at the end of about
twenty hours.
Tne highly fatal epidemic of scarlet fever at Cupar is now

lessening in intensity, and the cases are rapidly decreasing
in number. I was misinformed as to the presence of typhoid
fever, and on direct inquiry learn that since the introduction
of a system of water-supply, a few years ago, this disease

has been seldom present, notwithstanding the insanitary
state of many parts of the town, and notably that in which
the present epidemic of scarlet fever has most located itself.
Dr. Whitelaw’s action and intelligent interference have been
quite exemplary.

IRELAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE examinations in the Faculty of Medicine of the Roya1
University of Ireland commenced last Monday in the Exhi-
bition Palace, Dublin, the subjects being Anatomy and Phy.
siology on the first day.

Surgeon-Major George Shaw, who was killed on the 28th
ult. at Kassassin Lock, Egypt, was the second son of the late
Mr. Christopher Shaw, a Dublin surgeon. The deceased,
who was unmirried, was only thirty-five years of age; and
his loss is much regretted by a very wide circle of friends
both at home and abroad, to whom he was endeared by many
deserving qualities.
By the lamented death of Professor Leith Adams, F.R.S.<

a vacancy has taken place in the Chair of Natural History
and Botany in the Queen’s College, Cork. Applications for
the office will be received up to the 20th insr., the emolu.
ments of which are partly obtained from the fees of students
attending the classes and an endowment fund of 9292yearly
to 1 he ch,rir.
The First Professional Examination of the Royal College

of Surgeons under the new scheme will be held at the
College on October 23rd next aud following days. All
students who commenced their medical studies on or after
October, 1880, can present themselves for this examination
on producing evidence of having pas,e] the Preliminary
Exarnin-ttion, and of having beu engaged in medical study
for at least nine months subsequent to registration as

medical students. The examination will include Physics
(if not pgsied at the Preliminary Examination), the Ele.
ments of Chemistry, Botany, Anatomy (Human Os enlogy),
and Practical Pharmacy. The fee for this e2carnina,ion will
be ten guineas.
No examinations for the licences of the College of Phy-

sicians took place last month, and it is not expected that
any will he held this month either, even &hon!d a special
examination be applied for. The annual election for pre-
sident, vice-president, and other otlice-bearers will be held
on St. Luke’s day, the 18th proximo.
An "unfortunate " named Smith was killed last week in

Dublin by a soldier who knocked her down and then
made a thrust at her face with a short stick. Deceased was
admitted into hospital in a state of insensibility, from which
she never rallied. A post-mortem examination showed that
there was a pun’-tured wound of the left eyelid which passed
through the orbit and into the brain almost to the back of
the head. A somewhat similar accident took place in
Dublin some twenty years since, when a medical student
named Myles was ki1ed by the thrust of an umbrella, the
point of which pierced the eyelid and peuetrated the brain.
The Annual Report of the President of the Queen’s

College, Belfast, shows that the aggregate numoer of
students in attendance in the several facultits during the
past session was much greater than in previous ones. There
were in Arts 177, Medicine 364, Law 23, and Engineering 11,
or a totalnf 575, as against 515 in the session of 188O-81
Hitherto i knowledge of Greek was rigidly enforced in the
Matriculation Examination, but now as it is desirable to
admit matriculated students of the Royal University
acid eundem, and as that Universitv allowa a modern lanauage
to be taken as an alternative for Greek, the College has been
compelled to adopt the same course.
The Senate of the Royal University elected five professors

of the College to Fellowships, and also nominated three of
the medical professors to the important office of examiners
in the University. These appointments are of advantage
not alone to the College honouted. but furtherto the general
interests of education. The deticifncy of accommodation in
the College buildings has been more severely felt during the
past session than in previous years, owing in part to the
great increase Iii the numb-r of .tudents, and in part to the
urgent demand for practical instruction in chemistry, natural
philosophy, ph) siology, and histology. The deficiency has


